CSE statement of principles

These principles outline how scientific and medical journal editors could help, in a small but significant way, in the attainment of the Millenium Development Goals.
Making content relevant

· Journals should incorporate global issues into their mission statement. Their journal’s goal should be to make content relevant to resource-poor settings, wherever possible.

· Journals should use editorials and opinion pieces to discuss the MDGs and to explain to readers how those goals affect their work and practice. Editors have a duty to tell readers about global issues, rather than solely discussing parochial ones.
· Review articles should include information that is relevant to people working in resource-poor settings. For example, medical reviews should mention how to treat diseases with cheap, easily available drugs.
· Guest editors should be appointed to create theme issues of content that is relevant to the MDGs.

Access to content

· Open access publishing models should be developed to investigate whether an author pays model is financially viable.

· Editors should make content that is directly relevant to researchers working in resource poor settings freely available on their journal’s website.

· Editors should encourage publishers to extend HINARI to include more countries. 

· Journals should remember that not all researchers have internet access. More should be done to send back issues, which are currently languishing in warehouses, to readers who could use them.

Helping authors to help themselves

· Editors should actively promote AuthorAid, and projects like it, to authors working in resource-poor regions and to authors whose first language is not the same as the journals’. Retired researchers may be a good source of editorial assistance.
· Editors should pre-edit manuscripts from authors whose first language is not the same language as the journal, before sending the papers out for peer review. This is to ensure that peer reviewers judge the science, not the grammar.

Diversification of editorial boards, reviewers and authors
· Most editorial boards are currently dominated by academics working in developed countries. Journals should attempt to diversify their board members to include academics from resource poor settings (see Lancet 2003; 361: 712-12.

· Most authors and reviewers come from developed countries. Journals should actively solicit publications and referee reports from developing countries. [Note: should journals work together to create a database of academics working in developed world countries to draw on. It is difficult to identify good researchers if they have published few papers on Medline.]
