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In September 2000, 190 world leaders agreed to a set of measurable and achievable targets (http://www.un.org/millennium/declaration/ares552e.htm) to help meet the needs of the world’s poorest people by 2015. These eight targets are called the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs; http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/index.html): 
1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

2. Achieve universal primary education

3. Promote gender equality and empower women

4. Reduce child mortality

5. Improve maternal health

6. Combat HIV/AIDs, malaria, and other diseases

7. Ensure environmental sustainability

8. Develop a global partnership for development.

Application of scientific knowledge will have a crucial role in achieving these goals. The Council of Science Editors recognises that its members have a moral duty to ensure that their journals help, in a small but significant way, in the attainment of the MDGs.

The CSE Statement of Principles
Making content relevant

· Editors should consider publishing articles that discuss the MDGs. For example:

· Editorials and opinion pieces to explain how the goals affect readers’ work and practice. 
· Review articles that include information that is relevant to people working in resource-poor settings. 
· Theme issues that contain a series of articles about the MDGs.

Access to content

· Universal access to information should be a goal for all editors, who should work with other stake-holders to investigate realistic methods of achieving this.

· Journals should consider allowing unlimited distribution, and translation into local languages, of scientific and medical research articles in low-income and middle-income countries.

Helping authors to help themselves

· Editors should investigate ways of supporting authors who may have difficulty writing a paper in the journal’s language. For example, by offering to provide help (in-house or externally) with pre-editing of articles.

· Editors should ensure that author guidelines are clearly understandable and that they provide sufficient information for non-native-English-speakers.

Diversification of editorial boards, reviewers and authors
· Journals should seek good editors, reviewers, and authors, regardless of where they live and work. Editorial boards should represent the communities that the journal works on behalf of.
