Purpose

The greatest threat to human health and development world wide is poverty. The science community has much to offer anti-poverty strategies, such as resources, training, advocacy, information access, and other means of building research capacity (fostering a research culture) and supporting sustainable development. Science journals have a part to play in this process (1), but their role has only recently begun to be defined - and certainly no planned program to address poverty reduction has been set out. An important recent step forward was the development of a WHO-sponsored program for the free provision of research publications (2), following a call for wider global information access (3). Several journals have developed this initiative (4-6). 

The goal of this CSE Task Force and subsequent half-day symposium at the May, 2005, CSE Annual Meeting in Atlanta will be to report on the contribution of science journals to both reducing the burdens of poverty and disease, and promoting sustainable human development. 

Aspects of the work of this Task Force will include: 

· Appraising present journal commitments to poverty reduction and sustainable development 

· Creating options open to journals to make a difference 

· Devising a practicable strategy to put before CSE for strengthening the impact of science journals - and CSE itself - in this global process. 

Structure
The Task Force Executive Committee will be composed of a multidisciplinary group of editors drawn from CSE, and covering (at least) the following areas: 

	· Medicine 

· Environmental Science 

· Biology 

· Chemistry 

· Agriculture 
	 
	· Physics 

· Social Science 

· Nursing 

· Allied sciences


1. Horton R. North and South: bridging the information gap. Lancet 2000; 355: 2231- 36. 

2. Horton R. Publishers make their information free. Lancet 2001; 358: 134. 

3. Godlee F. Horton R, Smith R. Global information flow. Lancet 2000; 356: 1129-30. 

4. Smith R. Williamson A. BMJ journals free to the developing world. BMJ 2002; 324: 380. 

5. Editorial. Welcome SciDev.Net. Nature 2001; 414: 567. 

6. Editorial. Nature and the developing world. Nature 2002; 417: 365. 

